
Toft Parish Council 
 

  
Clerk to the Council, Mrs Gail Stoehr, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, CB23 7NY 

Tel 01954 210241 Email clerk@toft.org.uk or toftpc@lgs-services.co.uk 

I hereby give notice that the 774th meeting of Toft Parish Council will be held remotely due to 
the current pandemic 

on Monday 5 October 2020 at 7.00 pm  
To join the Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/99695761463  

Meeting ID: 996 9576 1463 
Or dial (charges apply) 

 
0330 088 5830 
0131 460 1196 

 
The Public and Press and County and District Councillors are invited to be present and Members of 

the Parish are welcome to attend and may speak under the Open Public Session item and make 
representation to the Council on items on the agenda during this section of the meeting  

All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and 
resolving upon the business to be transacted at the Meeting as set out hereunder 

 

 
Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk 

AGENDA 29/09/20 
 

Open public session including reports from the County and District Councillors 
1. Apologies for absence and declaration of interests 

1.1  To approve written apologies and reasons for absence 
1.2 To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda 
1.3 To receive written requests for dispensations and to grant any dispensations 

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting  
3. To consider any matters arising from the last or a previous meeting including 

3.1 (3.1) East West Rail – to consider responses and raising awareness of proposals with 
residents (MY) 
3.1.1 To consider correspondence from Barton Parish Council re the EWR lobby 

Group Cambridge Approaches 
3.2 (3.2) To consider report from the Play Inspection Company if received 

3.3 (4.2) Community Gritting volunteers update 
3.4 (6.3.1.1) To consider SCDC’s response to the tree works applications 

4. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting requiring the Council’s attention 
 4.1 Age UK Community Warden Schemes – request for a meeting 
 4.2 MAGPAS – request for financial support  
5. Finance, Procedure and risk assessment and use of delegated powers 

5.1  To consider the finance report and approve the payment of any bills and undertake a 
quarterly check of the bank statement 

5.2  To receive play inspection reports and consider any work required 
5.3 To consider any matter which is urgent because of risk or health and safety 
5.4 To consider quotations for street lights electricity 

6. To consider any Planning or Tree works applications or related items received 
 6.1 Planning applications 
  6.1.1 20/03864/FUL – Land adj to 6 Hardwick Road – Erection of a detached 

dwelling and associated works following demolition of existing industrial buildings 
  6.1.2 20/03757/FUL – Land adj to 6 Hardwick Road – Erection of a detached 

dwelling house and associated works 
 6.2 SCDC decisions for information 
 6.3 Tree works applications 
  6.3.1 20/1922/TTCA – The Gig House, Old Horse Yard, Comberton Road 

 6,4 SCDC Planning Committee and notifications of applications 
7. Members items and reports for information only unless otherwise stated 

7.1 Village Maintenance (AT) 

7.2 Highways (AT) 



 
Clerk to the Council, Mrs Gail Stoehr, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, CB23 7NY 

Tel 01954 210241 Email clerk@toft.org.uk or toftpc@lgs-services.co.uk 
 

 

7.3 Toft People’s Hall (LB)  
7.4 Footpaths (EM)  

7.5 Defibrillator report (PEE)  
 7.6 Climate Change Working Group report (KP) 
 7.7 Operation London Bridge Working Group report to consider if any further action is 

required or if this matter can now be closed (PEE, JW, EM) 
 7.8 Lott Meadow(PE) 

8. Closure of meeting  



Clerk report to Toft Parish Council meeting on 5 October 2020 
 
Public session 
 
1. To approve written apologies and reasons for absence – any received will be reported to 

the meeting. 
 

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 7 September – attached 
 
3. To consider any matters arising from the last or a previous meeting  
3.1 (3.1) East West Rail – to consider responses and raising awareness of proposals with 

residents 
Responses  from the Mayor and the MP are attached. 

Sebastian Kindersley, Chairman of CambsBedsRailRoad has replied “CBRR is 

currently in discussion with Cambridge Approaches and hopes to be able to 
work towards a mutually beneficial set of aims which both promote the CBRR 

Northern Routing and the 'least worst' alignment for Route E and I hope to be 
able to update you shortly.” 

 
3.1.1 To consider correspondence from Barton Parish Council re the EWR lobby Group 

Cambridge Approaches 
“Ian Minto, Parish Clerk in Barton here and apologies for an unsolicited email. 
I am writing following a number of conversations with various personnel in both Barton's 
and local villages PC's on the North side of the A603 and close to the A428 and 
regarding the EWR lobby group Cambridge Approaches. 
It would appear that there is a view and some momentum for a group to be initiated 
which joins forces, co-ordinates and facilitates discussion based on the views of our 
neighbouring villages regarding the potential impact of the proposed EWR routes from 
Cambourne and to give balanced views. 
I am happy to co-ordinate this from barton and arrange any zoom meetings etc. 
Would appreciate if you are not the correct contact if you could forward to the relevant 
person on your Council. 
If possible can you reply asap and if support is there, I'll begin co-ordinating.” 

 
3.2 (3.2) To consider report from the Play Inspection Company if received 

The Play Inspection Company have apologised that they have a backlog of inspections 
due to Covid-19 and last advised at the beginning of September that it would take a 
couple of weeks. They have been chased. The report will be circulated if received.  

3.3 (4.2) Community Gritting volunteers update 
The Chairman has confirmed that Mr Betson is willing to continue as the Community 
Gritting Volunteer for Toft. 
 

3.4 (6.3.1.1) To consider SCDC’s response to problems with the tree works applications 

Miriam Hilll has written “The process has not changed but the notification letter which is 

sent out is slightly different to the one sent before Feb 2020. The District Council are not 

required to consult on tree work applications / notifications. The letter which is sent 

through to you is a notification so the parish is aware of any case. If the 

application/notification is only minor tree works or works to dangerous trees etc the case 

will be determined without delay. More complex cases with more significant impact will 

naturally take longer to process and determine. We are pleased to accept responses, via 

the website, on any undetermined case. There are guidelines for responses on page two 

of the tree works notification sent to the parish.” 



Given this does the Parish Council still want all tree works applications on its agenda or 

how will it handle them? 

4. Correspondence  
4.1 Age UK Community Warden Schemes – request for a meeting 

“Following from my previous email to you I am very pleased to advise that we were 
successful in our application to South Cambs District Council for the tender of the 
implementation of new community warden schemes. One of the identified schemes is for 
Hardwick and this scheme will also support those living in Papworth, Toft, Bourn, 
Caldecote, Comberton and Wimpole.  

 
To support the implementation of these new schemes, we included recruiting to a full 
time Team Leader and this post is currently being advertised with the interviews due to 
take place on the 17th September.  

 
We are very keen to arrange a time for us to meet with all the Parishes mentioned above 
and look at how we can work together to ensure the community warden schemes are a 
success and can reach as many older people as possible. With the current times, I 
propose that this meeting takes place virtually if that suits everyone. I think it makes 
sense that we look to have this meeting once the Team Leader is on board and can play 
their part. Please can I ask if you have any suitable dates for October when the meeting 
can take place? I will be making contact with the other parishes too. 
I look forward to hearing from you and working together in the future.” 
 

4.2 MAGPAS – request for financial support 
Attached. 

 
5. Finance, Procedure and risk assessment and use of delegated powers 
5.1 To consider the finance report and approve the payment of any bills  
 All invoices will be emailed to the signatories. 
   
5.2 Play inspection reports – to be reported to the meeting. 

Madingley Mulch still are unable to fulfil the contract for the second bag of play bark as 
they haven’t had a delivery. 

5.3 To consider any matter which is urgent because of risk or health and safety 
 None at the time of writing. 

5.4 To consider quotations for street light electricity 
 
6.1 Planning Applications received 

* NB Some planning applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may 
still be considered by the Parish Council due to the time constraints of making a 
recommendation to the District Council.  
 
The planning portal for new applications can now be found at 
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/  
 
The Parish Council’s options are  
SUPPORTS or OBJECTS or HAS NO RECOMMENDATIONS 
Comments: 
 
The Parish Council does/does not* request that the application be referred to the 
District Council Planning Committee *(please delete) 
Planning reasons: 
 



 
Guidance: 
What are Material Considerations - A material consideration is a matter that should be 
taken into account in deciding a planning application or appeal against a planning 
decision. 
Examples of material considerations can include (but are not limited to). 
� Overlooking / loss of privacy 
� Loss of light/overshadowing 
� Highway Safety 
� Traffic 
� Parking 
� Noise 
� Layout and density 
� Design, appearance and materials 
� Effect on listed Building and Conservation Areas 
� Nature Conservation and or impact on protected trees or the landscape. 
� Disabled Person’s access 
� Government Policy 
� Compliance with the Local Plan. 
The following are not normally issues that can be taken into account: 
� Loss of property value 
� Issues of market competition 
� Loss of a view 
� The applicant’s motive, character or personal circumstances 
� Matters covered by other legislation including restrictive covenants 
� Issues relating to landownership/property boundaries. 

 � Moral or religious Issue 
 
6.1.1 20/03864/FUL – Land adj to 6 Hardwick Road – Erection of a detached dwelling and 

associated works following demolition of existing industrial buildings 
6.1.2 20/03757/FUL – Land adj to 6 Hardwick Road – Erection of a detached dwelling house 

and associated works 
  
6.2 SCDC decision notices 
6.2.1 20/02919/HFUL – 58 School Lane – Partial removal of roof construction to front elevation 

and addition of first floor extension over the ground floor – Permission refused 
6.2.2 20/02444/HFUL – 37 and 39 High Street – Installation of dropped kerb and path 

crossover – Permission granted 

6.3 Tree works  

6.3.1 20/1922/TTCA – The Gig House, Old Horse Yard, Comberton Road 

6,4 SCDC Planning Committee and notifications of applications 

7. Members’ items and reports for information only unless otherwise stated 
7.1 Village Maintenance  (AT) 

7.2 Highways (AT) 

7.3 Toft People’s Hall (LB)  
7.4 Footpaths (EM) 

7.5 Defibrillator report (PE) 
7.6 Climate Change Working Group report (KP) 
7.7 Operation London Bridge Working Group report to consider if any further action is 

required or if this can now be closed 
7.8 Lott Meadow(PE) 
 

8. Closure of meeting 



 

The Mayor’s Office, 
 72 Market Street,  

Ely, CB7 4LS 

Dear Toft Parish Council, 

RE: Proposed East-West Rail Route 

Thank you for your letter and bringing to my attention the concerns of the Parish Council. 

While I appreciate that the current route corridor is concerning for the village of Toft, the route is 

yet to be finalised and a formal public consultation will still go ahead, which I am sure you will 

respond to once it opens. However, I do not believe a new route north of Cambridge is likely, as 

the Government are keen on additional development south of Cambridge. 

You mention the siting of the station at Cambourne; rest assured that local councillors, the MP and 

myself are all campaigning for a site north of Cambourne. I am also in regular contact with East 

West Rail and the A428 Redevelopment team, and we are all keen to ensure our projects link-up, 

both for interconnectivity and to minimise disruption. I hope as the plans develop this will become 

more apparent.  

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
James Palmer 
Mayor of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
 
 
 
 

     
  

Date: 29 September 2020 

Contact:  
Telephone: 01353 667721 

E Mail: James.Palmer@cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk  

 

 
Toft Parish Council 
30 West Drive 
Highfields Caldecote 
Cambridge 
CB23 7NY 

 

 
The Mayor’s Office 

72 Market Street 
Ely 

CB7 4LS 
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TOFT PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT Oct-20

Summary of previous month

Balance brought forward 74,020.08

Adjustments

Expenditure approved at previous / between meetings

HASLINGFIELD PC CAMBRIDGE APPROACHES -10.00

Credits

PLOT 1B ALLOTMENT RENT 10.00

PLOT 4B 6A & 6B ALLOTMENT RENT 30.00

Total Adjustments 30.00

Balance revised after adjustments £74,050.08

 

Bank Reconciliation to latest statement

Account Funds  Statement Outstanding

Unity Trust Bank 23,319.91 25009.34 -1689.43

Current Account 14,288.59 14288.59

Nationwide BS 36,441.58 36441.58

Total 74,050.08 75,739.51 -1,689.43

Expenditure for approval £

SALARIES 115.88

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT JUNE 450.18

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT JULY 457.21

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT AUGUST 417.89

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT SEPTEMBER 442.86

RH LANDSCAPES GRASSCUTTING 675.00

PARISH ONLINE ONLINE MAPPING 45.00

2604.02

Balance C/F 71446.06

Gail Stoehr

Responsible Financial Officer 

Notes:

Late invoices will be brought to the meeting



The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service is a strategic partnership between  
Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Service Area: :  Planning 

 Contact:  Stephen Kelly  

                                             Email:      

                                                                                   Stephen.Kelly@greatercambridgeplanning.org 

23 09 2020 Mobile:    07711 918993 

 
 

Dear Clerk, 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE NOTIFICATIONS 

You may be aware that from a recent planning committee meeting, there is an issue with 
our software which means that notifying Parish Councils individually, of specific items on 
planning committee meetings in SCDC results in the online planning pages being updated 
to suggest, incorrectly, that the consultation period for that application remains “open.” 
Having investigated the reasons why this process changes the website dates and 
considered options for resolving this issue, I am therefore writing to you to advise of our 
need to have to change the mechanism for notifying Parish Councils of forthcoming 
Committee items.  

Earlier this year, as you may know, SCDC moved from its former software provider to a 
new “Idox enterprise” solution. Idox are the largest provider to Councils of planning 
solutions in the Country and had already been providing the City Council planning service 
with its ICT solution for a number of years. The Idox software that we have introduced has 
a range of new capabilities, some of which you may have been able to see in the training 
sessions with Parish Councils earlier this year. These include a user configurable search 
capability that can provide updates on progress with applications, as well as the ability to 
hold searches and send out emails to the user when circumstances change within those 
search parameters.  

The issues that emerged from the recent committee relate however to the way in which the 
system treats Parish Councils as “consultees.” This requires a manual “overwrite” to be 
performed for each letter to remove the “default” response date from the system when it 
generates the notification to you. Otherwise, the system views what was a notification of 
committee meeting as a consultation letter – which it is not. We have explored whether this 
process can be re-designed within the current system capabilities and have been advised 
that this is not possible. As a result, and in the interests of avoiding a repeat of the recent 
need to defer items, the service must now implement a new process.  

 South Cambridgeshire Hall 
Cambourne Business Park 
Cambourne 
Cambridge 
CB23 6EA 

www.scambs.gov.uk | www.cambridge.gov.uk 

 

 

 

SENT BY EMAIL 

 

To All Parish Councils  
 

 

mailto:Stephen.Kelly@greatercambridgeplanning.org


The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service is a strategic partnership between  
Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council 

Therefore, from next month, instead of a specific notification letter for each application, 
each Parish Council will receive an emailed list of all applications appearing on the agenda 
for the Committee meeting, alongside details of how to register your interests to speak. 
The notification will be generated automatically upon conclusion of the publication of the 
agenda. The report will be sent to all Parish Councils automatically. In due course, I hope 
to be able to review the report generation process to see whether we can manage to focus 
reports to be sent solely to the specific Parish wherein the application lies. The change in 
the notification process, will not affect the ability of the Parish to “appear at the Planning 
Committee meeting where requested, to comment upon an application being heard.  

Alongside the move to automated emails of committee items, the service will also be 
introducing a Parish Specific report, that can be sent on a weekly basis identifying new 
applications submitted and material changes to the status of “live” applications. The report 
will also detail all decisions issued the previous week, with a link to view the application 
and documents on our online system Public Access. In providing this information in this 
format we will be stopping the case by case emailing of Decision Notices. The new report 
format will, we hope, assist Parish Clerks in sharing with Parish Councillors, the latest 

position on applications in their area and we hope, will be easier for Parish Councils and 
clerks in the task of keeping up to date with live proposals and applications.  

Finally, as we seek to support the ongoing aspiration for more information and following 
feedback from Parishes on the use of the “public access” facilities in IDOX, alongside work 
to capture some of your feedback so far, we intend to re-run training sessions for Parish’s 
(and put more material online) to assist you in using the online capabilities now available. 
Cat Quy and her colleagues will therefore be sending out invitations to further online 
training events targeted at helping Clerks to register with and fully utilise the capabilities of 
the public access suite.  

We do recognise that, at this time particularly, making changes to patterns of working can 
be more disruptive. The changes that we propose to make to the Parish Council 
Committee notification process more assured, nevertheless seek to address a recognised 
weakness in the current system that has created uncertainty for Parish Councils and 
applicants alike. We are basing these changes on the SCDC Parish Contact List held at 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/your-council-and-democracy/parish-councils/parish-council-
guidance-and-information/ for Parishes so please also let us know if this database is out of 
date.   

I hope that these new measures for notification, alongside the new weekly “notifications” 
report and further support for use of the public access software will nevertheless help you 
to conveniently access our information on planning matters. Please however let me and 
my team know if you have any other suggestions as to how we can assist you and your 
Councillors further – or if you have any comments on the communications that we will 
begin sending to you from 28th September.  

Yours Sincerely 

Stephen Kelly  

Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development  

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/your-council-and-democracy/parish-councils/parish-council-guidance-and-information/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/your-council-and-democracy/parish-councils/parish-council-guidance-and-information/

